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To Whom It May Concern:
Whoa... big deal. The headline should read, “Nate s now free to
< moral foundation, and, ultimately, succeed.”

decisions over the next four years will yield:

“Nate Sgmmes graduates from high school.”
explore, make some mistakes, further develop hi

The logo at the top of this page represents the best and worst of what your
On the good side, you can make a commitment to what is good, just, wholesome, and true. You can decide to be a man
of your word, accountable and unyielding to what you know is right. You can treat others with respect while pursuing

your interests and allowing your natural curiosity to take you to new places. Or...

someone else’s ideal, an identity you think the public will admire. You can stifle
You may decide to pursue forbidden pleasures,
and morality has forbidden. It might be fun to quit

You can become a slave to a slogan,
your own creative genius to appease your professors and parents.
allowing yourself the freedom to explore that which logic, reason,
school and start a medicinal “herb” farm.

The beauty of this period in your life, is that you get to choose the path. Your parents have done all they can to help you

create a rewarding life which allows as little pain as possible. But, as a parent, | know that a lot of our guidance is a
reaction to our own parents’ shortcomings in preparing us for life or an attempt to prevent the recurrence of mistakes
we, personally, made. And, in that vein, we often create new fissures and overlook craters which should have received

some attention.

In some ways you are lucky, as both your parents chose the first path. They held to their morals and honored reason in
their choices. You were blessed with a loving, supportive, safe, stable, and predictable upbringing as a result of their
commitment. You are unlucky, in the sense that they are not able to report the fallacies of their choices or convey the
hardships suffered as a result of their mistakes. This is where | come in...

If you choose the second path (and | don't kill you out of frustration given the rare support and guidance you've
received), then please call me to discuss whatever temptation you think is worth pursuing, to clean up whatever mess
has been created, or to shed light on the Trail of Shadows and whether that journey is worth the fare.
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surpassed mine at eighteen.

tem #1 is a box of flies. Your father tied these for me about seventeen years ago. since you were about one, I'm
assuming this hobby was adopted to get out of diaper changing. Regardless, | have held onto these flies for all these
years and, though I've been fly fishing many times during that span, | refused to let these touch the water. They were
too meaningful to me, so | deprived them of their natural place in life. I'm sending these to you in the hopes that they’ll
fulfill their intended purpose. Whether you go to Harvey Mudd or Cal Poly, there will be plenty of opportunities to let
these shoddily crafted folk art miniatures fly. They won't catch fish, but that is not the point. 1am trusting you to let
‘em loose. If you will not, please return them atyourownexpensesomeycanbedelvstowedlnm\hultof

Meaning.

ftem #2 also was extracted from The Vault of Meaning. | bought several of these Boker knives years ago in a hardware
store in Tennessee. It's fun to visit this quaint little part of our country — the inhabitants are a simple people and easy to
take advantage of. Knowing | was amongst half-wits, | asked if they had any knives besides those showcased. The clerk
said there were some which had been behind the counter since the 50's, when the current owner bought the store. Not
knowing their true value, | was able to acquire a dozen of these collector’s items for well under $1,500 each. | still feel a
little guilty, but I've been told that the price of ignorance doesn’t come cheap.

50 | bestow this knife upon you. The “Prairie schooner” represents exploration into new frontiers, an exploration you
should embrace in your educational endeavors. The title, to me, represents disengagement from a fruitless drudgery,
transitioning with conscious movement toward enlightened bounty. Follow the path your parents have only partially
cleared. Take any number of the infinite trails which crisscross this way and are illuminated by the same virtue. And
enjoy the wholesome fruit of your choosing along the way.
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